[Research on the contents of material safety data sheets].
The Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) system for the safe management of chemical substances was officially promulgated in 1993 and has been gradually put into practice through administrative guidance in Japan. However, little research has been done on the quality of such data sheets provided from various sectors of industries. We examined two sets of MSDSs obtained from a refractory ceramic plant. In the first survey in 1995, the set of MSDSs was from July, 1992 to March, 1994; and in the second survey in 1997, the set was from April, 1994 to November, 1996. The number of MSDSs examined in these two surveys was 159 and 81, respectively. The number of MSDSs in which "Hazard Identification" was indicated was 100 (63%) in the 1995 survey and 75 (93%) in the 1997 survey. The number of those in which "Toxicological Information (Stability and Reactivity)" was indicated was 81 (51%) and 80 (99%), respectively. The description rates for the essential items, including the above two, were found to be improving.